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THE PREFAB

CREATTO

THE OWNERS OF THIS CUSTOMISED PREFAB IN SYDNEY WERE
DETERMINED TO FILL THEIR HOME — AND LIFE — WITH LIGHT

Words SUE WHEELER Styling JOHN MANGILA Photography SIMON WHITBREAD
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DINING ROOM “We entertain a lot, so we wanted a totally inclusive space” says homeowner Pippa of her abode in Sydney’s eastern suburbs, In the
dining room (above), an aak and steel ‘Luna’ table from MCM House paired with curvy ‘Masters’ chairs by Kartel, from Space, caterstoa crowd, while
the Ay Illuminate ‘Nama 1’ black rattan pendant from Spence & Lyda adds a textural touch. The moody-hued triptych by Alan Long was specifically
commissioned for the space. EXTERIOR Drawing on the homeowners’ love of indoor-outdoor living, the home opens seamlessly out toa landscaped
garden (opposite), and the corner window was designed to catch the sun. “I love light and cosy nooks where people can read,” explains Pippa. Architect
Ramon Pleysier of Pleysier Perkins also factored in the presence of a large building on the northern side. “We designed the house so that when the sun
moves around, there’s always a sunny spot to gravitate to,” he says. And, if an expanse of shade is required, an electric awning does the trick.
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THE DREAM

and husband Bruce, so
, and daughter Sienna

WHERE Sydney, NSW.
THE DREAM A light-filled, open
to the beac

great indoor-outdoor f]
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HOME? Pippa: “It's rare to hav

a home that ticks all the bo
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ippa’s vision of her dream home has never wavered. “Rather
hilariously, I recently found a piece of paper with affirmations
I'd written 20 years ago that said: T want a north-west facing
house near the beach with indoor-outdoor flow and an on-level garden
with a pool’” she says. Three years ago, that dream became a reality,
with Pippa, her husband Bruce and children Sienna and Jensen moving
into their stunning home - a totally customised prefab built to capture
as much sun as possible. “I wanted it to be high-end, peaceful and
to embrace our outdoor lifestyle,” remembers Pippa of her vision.
She and Bruce had discovered the Melbourne prefab company
Prebuilt by accident while watching an episode of Grand Designs,
and were inspired by the team’s fresh approach to modular homes.
As serendipity would have it, a friend happened to know the owners.
Eventually the couple found a 530sqm block in Sydney’s east and
worked with Prebuilt, architects Pleysier Perkins and interior design
firm The Designory to build a five-bedroom, three-bathroom house
with a contemporary, beach-luxe aesthetic. “You need to be incredibly
detailed,” says Pippa of the process. “But the amazing 3D software
allows you to walk through your home and see everything, including
how the sun comes through the windows at a particular time of day.”
In true prefab fashion, the home arrived early one morning and was
craned into place by 5pm, bringing with it not just elegantly appointed
spaces fit for family living, but also an unrivalled sense of ease.

KITCHEN Appliances: $10,142. Bar stools: $1900.
Caesarstone island benchtop: $4620. Joinery: $74,369.
Lights: $681. Stainless-steel benchtops and sink: $5082.
Tapware: $475. Timber flooring: $4963. TOTAL: $102,232.

o
78
HS
=
© =
=5
MO

OUTDOOR DINING Furniture: $3972. TOTAL: $3972.
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e “Bruce loves to cook and wanted a centrally located kitchen that linked to
both outdoor areas,” explains Pippa (pictured opposite with the family in the courtyard).
As such, the couple splurged on the impressive island - which has an 8omm waterfall
benchtop in Caesarstone London Grey 5000 ~ and an integrated Smeg induction cooktop
to maximise interaction (below). The sumptuous Navurban timber-veneer cupboards
and base cabinets in Dulux Dune lend a contemporary beachside look, while the black
rattan stools from Feelgood Designs provide colour contrast. Architect Raman designed
the window splashback: “It not only provides light, but visually links to the front of the
house and the view outside, making the area feel like less of a work station” he says. >

DREAM IDEAS
Project director Chris Ruffé of Bondi
Kitchens shares his tips on creating

a space that will stand the test of time

1. Consider an island bench - it may not
be groundbreaking, but it will become the
heart of your family home and a pit stop

o et L g i i

i for breakfast, homework and entertaining.
= Ifyour space allows it, include it.

2. Invest in quality hardware, as drawer
runners and hinges are often the first
signs of a tired kitchen. Brands such
as Blum and Hafele have soft-closing
hardware that will not only make the
kitchen a quieter place, but also help

keep it fresh and young.

3. If you take care of your kitchen, it will
last a long time. Be mindful when closing
doors and drawers, and be conscious of
cleaning surfaces with agents that aren’t
aggressive. Consider getting the kitchen
serviced by a professional every few years.

“THIS INTERNAL COURTYARD CATCHES
THE BREEZE AND BRINGS IN THE
horqert (M - IT'S A LOVELY
SPOT FOR FAMILY DINNERS”

~ PIPPA, HOMEOWNER

FLODRING

Aged smokedand |- -
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timber floorboards,

$182/sqm. Royal
Oal: Floors.




FO0[W yre~yanted a light-filled, relaxed and connected living space where
St everyone could talk to each other,” explains Pippa of the large open-plan living area. The

‘Concerto’ sofa from King Living (below) got the thumbs up for its generous proportions ;
and comfort factor, boosted by Shibori cushions and a linen throw in Indigo sourced from LESSONS LE o
Maison Et Jardin. Natural texture comes courtesy of the Ascraft ‘Grasscloth’ wallpaper ,

behind the television (opposite) and an Armadillo & Co ‘Kalahari’ rug.

“The process of building a prefab
demonstrated that you have to be
100 per cent across the detail and

give thorough feedback on the
sketches and models Pippa.

“It would have been an absolute
nightmare for me, but thankfully it
< 3 i played to Bruc gths. There

g — — = | Were no surprise is a fantastic

» project manager.”
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BEST ADVICE

“Use an interior designer,’

Pippa. “We had d feel for
what we wanted to achieve, but didn't
have the skill set to realise it. Melissa

Bonney from The Designory is the
reason it all flows in terms of style
and colour. She sourced everything
for us. In previous houses, our default
was ‘all-white’ and we could never
have chosen such a wonderful
colour palette. I'd never not
use a designer now.”
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"STYLE-WISE, A SPACE SHOULDN'T
HAVE TOO MA EROES. THERE ARE

LOTS OF b@wl ] FWS/ HERE, BUT | _ =

THEY ARE COMPLEMENTARY”

~ MELISSA BONNEY, THE DESIGNORY

Y Sienna and Jensen (pictured right) relax in
the upstairs lounge with its L-shaped King Living ‘Jasper’ sofa, which
came from the family’s previous house. The large picture window,
designed to create the feeling of being in a tree house, looks out to the
canopy of a camphor laurel tree, while the felt ‘Felix Tub’ occasional
chair from Globe West echoes the shape of the subtly curved wall. A
scattering of Shibori cushions, which bring pattern to the otherwise
unadorned interior, are a thoughtful nod towards the main living
room cushions (opposite) and main bedroom wallpaper, >

sET BREAKDOWN

DINING AREA Furniture: $5400. Lighting: $990.
Timber flooring: $3300. TOTAL: $9690.

KIDS’ LOUNGE Carpet: $1499. Curtains: $4500.
Furniture: $9490. TOTAL: $15,489.

CARPET
Eeo+ ‘Beech Forest™
in Silverivater,

30/,

LIVING ROOM Flooring: $3500. Furniture: $13,000. :
Gadfrey Hirst.

Joinery & stone: $28,045. Rug: $3050. TOTAL: $47,595.

LIVING, DINING &
KIDS' LOUNGE
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W’ 00w “A high-end, luxe hotel was my vision,” says Pippa, who admits she would
have never tried a dark and moody ‘grown up’ space without interior designer Melissa - who chose
the Shibori ‘Stalactite’ wallpaper to bring the room to life (below). “It pops, but it's still in keeping
with the rest of the aesthetic,” says the designer. Cushions, a blanket and a throw rug from Maisen

Et Jardin create sophisticated softness on the bed, while the Auhaus ‘Pinch’ pendant above the
bedside table and an Articolo ‘Ici’ wall sconce on the back wall add extra wow. Joinery in Navurbamr—,
pre-finished timber veneer is made all the more glamorous by Auhaus ‘Humble HO3' brass handles.

WALL PAINT
Low sheen acrylic
in Dusty Mule.

$49.95/L,
Porter’s Paints.

“ONCE,_THE BLOCKOUTS DROP AND
y{/\w cMruiigs ARE DRAWN, IT'S A SILENT,
HIDDEN WORLD THAT’S SUPER RELAXING”

~ PIPPA, HOMEOWNER
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F00(M The sense of luxe continues in the main ensuite
(above), which features underfloor heating, sumptuous materials
and a Caroma ‘Cube 1800’ freestanding bath, big enough for the whole
family. A double vanity was a must-have - the 20mm Carrara marble
benchtop was sourced from CDK Stone and paired with some sleek
Rogerseller Tonic basin mixers. ‘Stoneclay’ tiles in Cendre from
Signorino Tiles create a continuous flow from floor to wall, >

"THE CONCRETE-LOOK TILES
COMPLEMENT ALL THE OTHER Weurjw
W THROUGHOUT THE HOME”

~MELISSA BONNEY, THE DESIGNORY

BUDGET BREAKDOWN

ENSUITE Basins: $1188. Bath: $2125. Benchtop:
$1700. Joinery: $2376. Showergate: $1350. Tapware
and accessories: $3193. Tiles: $5108. Toilet: $726.
TOTAL: $17,766.

MAIN BEDROOM Carpet: $2160. Curtains and
blinds: $4000. Furniture: $2200. Hardware: $1815,
Joinery: $14,520. Lights: $2200. Tiles (on balcony):
$1800. Wallpaper: $640. TOTAL: $29,335,
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curved facade as a nod to the curves

on the building next door, it also made
sense to round off the edges to soften the
expanse of dark timber cladding,” says

i architect Ramon. “Doing work like this on |-t 8 -tl | | l e to ta' l’<
il ‘ a prefabricated home gave us a wonderful

RrOOEL \ opportunity to customise and create 1
;;WI-,-,;\IH'NM : something unique.” The mix of exterior 't r b l | n d S
Colorbom paint on the weatherboards (below), O yo U
steel in Dune. ‘ \ window frames and timber cladding

was chosen to reflect the tones of the
interior, and includes Haymes Black
Pitch, Dulux Dune and Dulux Lexicon. >
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